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WELCOME to Crisis Centre Ministries’ new look newsletter with its new name … 


StreetWise


Over the coming months StreetWise will help keep you informed of all that’s going on in and around our ministry.


    This issue is full of ways in which God’s grace has been poured out to us through you, our readers and partners.


    Together we can make a difference.  We can be an effective force for good on our streets and in our neighbourhoods.  Read the article on Partnership for more details.


    In short, we can all learn ways to be part of the answer. We can all learn 


to be StreetWise!
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CONGRATULATIONS to Christina Bush who suggested the


name of StreetWise (with a capital W!) as the name for our 


quarterly newsletter.  The judges felt this title is distinctive 


and represents the work of bringing the Lord’s wisdom and 


healing to clients in life-disrupting situations.





WELL DONE: a £10 M&S voucher will shortly be on its way to you.
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COMPETITION WINNER





Christmas, a Christian celebration of God becoming a human being and opening up the possibility for us to be in a personal relationship with him. The Bible refers to the powerful spiritual dynamic of light coming into darkness. Such a transformational 


event, yet the experience of many people around Christmastime is very far from this: the season awakens a great amount of sadness and loss: family, partner, close friends, children. It can be a time when people experience a magnification of their aloneness, and there are many (our clients included) who find this so unbearable that they want to drown it out in some way (drink, drugs etc).








Clients’ Christmas


Party December 2005
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We would not be able to do this without our volunteers, and also the many people who helped to make the clients' Christmas party such a brilliant and successful event:-





Open Air Campaigners put on a brilliant puppet show which presented the Gospel and provided the opportunity for people to respond to God








One of our clients arrived at our Christmas party very sad and quite drunk. He was tearful, finding it difficult to stand let alone walk, and definitely not easy company. One of our amazing volunteers noticed him, encouraged him to come in and spoke to him. He was talking of the death of his mother and how much he missed her. 
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kind of work and am really enjoy having the variety of work too. 





Other than that I have now taken on an allotment and am at present planning what I'm growing and digging. I also love DIY and am currently making some really nice shelves for my house! Additionally, I am part of the creative


 team for Love Bristol Festival and


Love Bristol – I have a real passion for this festival and organisation to see creative ideas being fruitful. I'm also involved within my Church and pastorate and love putting on events and being part of motivating others reaching out to their 


friends to share God's love.





LOVEBRISTOLFESTIVAL 2006 is an "expression of love and care for the people of south Bristol", which aims to restore and regenerate the community. The initiative has come from within the Christian church, and aims to bring together Christian churches, community groups, public services, and private enterprises to work with the local community on a common goal of a better, kinder, more caring, and more sustainable place to live.��For more information and to get involved, please see


�HYPERLINK "http://www.lovebristolfest.org/" \n _blank��http://www.lovebristolfest.org�





 


Hi, I've taken on the role of part-time office manager here at CCM and have been settling in well. It's a great team to be part of and work with.





I'm also one of the duty managers on Wednesday evenings with the volunteers from Woodlands Church at the Wild Goose. As a new opening night, it's been really good. We've had about 50 people in each evening and some


great chats with the customers. 





I've been asked to 


give a little information on


myself – to 'paint the 


picture' as it were. I'm 


originally from Sussex but 


have been in Bristol for 


the last six years, first coming


to the city to study English 


at Bristol University, 


graduating in 2003. Since then I have spent a season in Chamonix snowboarding and working as a chef in a restaurant. Both snowboarding and cooking are two things I still love doing, not necessarily at the same time though! 





After that, I came back to Bristol and carried on working at St Christopher's school where I worked during university, as a teacher's assistant for children with severe autism. After three years of working there I fancied a change, and hence I am now at the Crisis Centre, with two other part-time jobs as learning support and housing support


worker for young people. I love this











Meet Lucy Burgess…






















































































OAC Puppet Show
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Two volunteers: Albert and Pete enjoying the evening





BORING, IRRELEVANT AND UNTRUE?





SHARING WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED











So many people are living on the edge, and if we share anything of their journey, we too are facing – in a very real sense – impossible odds.  Boredom?  Not a chance.





Some people suggest our faith is irrelevant – after all, we are supposed to be helping needy people. They don’t want to be preached at, do they?  No.





But, firstly, our faith motivates us.  Because God loves me, I want to live for him.  And, secondly, the needs we come across are all spiritual in nature – so they need a spiritual response.





Of course, the superficial needs are physical and practical – debt, drugs and violence, no job, no money, no bed.  But why does this person need to spend money he doesn’t have, why does that one need to inject drugs into her veins? Why do friends and family not want to know them anymore?  The root issues are always spiritual.





So, the gospel message is relevant to the needs and challenges and concerns of 21st century people. But is it true?





The historic evidence is that Jesus died on the cross and rose again – a fact of history.  But when someone is willing to acknowledge Him as Lord, it becomes true in another way: the transforming power of the Holy Spirit mends broken lives and heals wounded hearts.  When you come down to it, only the truth works.





Firstly, a quick reminder: we run an ongoing training programme.  In ten sessions spread over a year – roughly one a month – we cover the key areas our volunteers need to know in order to work effectively with vulnerable people.





The course material is reviewed and updated each year, to ensure that it remains up to date, relevant, and reflecting the latest publications, research and initiatives.





As this edition of StreetWise goes to press, we are just finishing the most exciting of the training sessions: Share Your Faith.  It is also one of the most important in helping people to understand what we do at CCM.





The core of our ministry is that we show people God’s love in action, and we tell them about God’s love.  We are involved in both social action and evangelism.  Other people are constantly trying to put us in a box and ask us which we are really doing: is it social action, or is it evangelism?  





The answer is that we are really doing

















both, not one or the other.  But it goes deeper than that.





We believe that, as Christians, we cannot effectively talk about a God of love unless we are prepared to show God’s love in the way we live.  And it works the other way round, too – we are not fully loving people unless we are also prepared to talk with them about the most important questions we all face in life.





For many people, there seems to be a conflict between showing God’s love and talking about our faith.  But this ‘conflict’ only exists because they misunderstand what God is asking us to do in sharing our faith with others.





We are not called to force our ideas onto others, or to persuade them to accept our beliefs.  We are called to give people the space they need to ask the questions and explore the issues they have.  And we are called to give an answer when they ask what we believe, and what motivates us.  A loving God never forces Himself upon other people, but He always makes Himself available to be found if we will but look.





A common story in the newspapers is a report on some research project, usually conducted by a university, which at great cost has managed to discover something that the rest of us have known for years: we wear more clothes in colder weather, or salty food makes us thirsty.





We easily mock those who state the obvious.  But, in several conversations recently, it has seemed to me that we have a more serious problem: we fail to state the obvious, even when it would be helpful.  Because sometimes the truth just needs to be said.  And, so often, people miss the obvious, until it is pointed out.





As the Alpha course observes, many people believe Christianity to be boring, irrelevant and untrue.  As this is so obviously false, perhaps we don’t share the truth often enough or clearly enough?





Boring?  Ask anyone at CCM, staff or volunteer, and they will tell you.  We have all kinds of challenges, but boredom is not one of them.





You never know what will happen next, what the next conversation will bring up.  Just in the last few days, a parent can’t cope with the way two grown-up sons are fighting, a woman suffering from domestic abuse isn’t sure if her marriage is over, and a vulnerable chap is not getting the replies he desperately needs


to the questions he has been asking the Social Services.





Clients’ Christmas Party (continued)





It would have been so easy to miss this opportunity and simply respond to the difficult behaviour; we are so grateful for the sensitivity of this volunteer who was able to listen to the man, pray with him and help him stay with us and enjoy the event. Of course, we couldn't solve the problem but we could show interest and demonstrate something of God's heart for this man – hopefully reflecting something of the good news of Christmas. 














ANSWERS:  1. Lettuce. 2. A Spat   3. Cotopaxi   4. Halibut   5. Edith Nesbit   6. The Po 


7. Twelve   8. 21 October.   9. Levi Strauss.   10. Diamond
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People from Westbury Baptist Church provided the food in abundance


City Road Baptist Church allowed us to use one of their rooms


Many individuals and groups, including Carmel Christian Centre, provided good quality items, which made up the Christmas presents.





Thank you so much for partnering with us in these ways.











… Westbury-on-Trym Baptist Church for donations and preparation of food for the Christmas party





… Holy Trinity Church, Bradley Stoke who held a car boot sale to raise funds for our work





5





BEING ALONGSIDE OUR CLIENTS





A Big Thank You  to…





An Evening With Adrian Plass – 15 July 2006





Many of you will be familiar with Adrian Plass – Christian author, speaker and general entertainer.  He has an amazing ability to touch very deep areas and help us see them in a fresh way, and to do so with gentleness and humour.





Adrian has been supporting Frontier Youth Trust for some time.  He will be coming to Bristol on the evening of 15 July as a joint fundraising event for CCM and Frontier Youth Trust.  We will have tickets available in May: £7 a person, £5 for students and OAPs.





I am sure that those of you who have heard Adrian before will want to join us – and if you haven’t, trust me: you are in for a treat!





The evening is being organised and hosted by the Mustard Tree Fellowship, who are putting in a great deal of work behind the scenes.  Setting up this event is one of the ways in which Dave Wiles, who heads up Frontier Youth Trust, and is one of our Trustees, continues to support us.  Our grateful thanks to both the Mustard Tree and to Dave!
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ministry and how we see the work developing.  One aspect was foremost in our minds: we are really good at providing food, building relationships and crisis intervention and this is a brilliant foundation – and now we need to build on it.  Until now, we have not had the staffing levels to be able to offer the ongoing support our clients need.  In some ways this can be as straightforward as helping people move home, visiting people in hospital or prison, etc.  Many of our clients are in touch with professional organisations, which provide brilliant services. We don't want to repeat these services and, as valuable as they are, there continues to be a gap in our clients' life experience which can be met, to an extent, by people being alongside them (as also by coming to know God and being in relationship with him). 





Many of our clients are facing their issues on their own, not just practically on their own now but also historically – without good parenting





Partnership with CCM is about us working together to respond to the needs of people with life-disrupting issues in our city. It's not just about you working with us or supporting us, though that is essential to the way we work. It's also about us helping you in your responses.





Here we talk about the work we are doing and how you can help; working with us can include placements attached to the training we offer, which can equip you in your own situations . . .











PARTNERSHIP





 I took up my new role as part-time Support Co-ordinator in January this year.  Many of you will know that I've been working at CCM for a very long time, and my interest in becoming more involved with clients has been growing over the past few years.





Back in August 2005, as a team we had a weekend away to review the
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become very enthusiastic about meeting with our clients, engaging with them and seeing some of them grow and develop in their lives and break away from the issues which have been affecting them.





Two churches that regularly run sessions are St. Mary’s Church, Stoke Bishop and Woodlands Christian Centre.  Volunteers write: 


“We receive much more than we 


give.” EB


“I have grown so much in my own faith. Helping others has been a bonus.” NW





To be able to run an evening session each week, there would need to be at least two people who are prepared to be duty managers and take responsibility for sessions (we provide training and support), and ideally a pool of about 30 people (it is possible with less but this would put more demands on each individual) who could volunteer fortnightly, monthly etc. 





There is also the opportunity to work together with another group to cover weekly sessions.





Because this is something which works really well for the groups and churches involved, as well as for the ministry, we would love to talk with people who are interested in knowing more.  One or more of our team can come to your church, home group, youth group etc to talk with you, or you can come and visit us to see first hand how a session works.





To find out more, please contact the office, details on the back of this newsletter.




















TRAINING SUPPORT


It has been so good to have Jonny volunteering with the LITE course, providing training support for the students. He has been an amazing asset to Andy and the students and has now moved on to paid employment. Our best 











and the interest, care and support which comes with that.  Young women who've not been mothered themselves and have lived chaotic lives including drug/ alcohol use, self harm, etc and are now pregnant and very unsure about that; young men moving into their own flats, taking up training in college etc; young people who've been using drugs for years and whose health is now affected (some diagnosed with Hepatitis C, some with bowel cancer, some with other serious conditions).  As human beings, when we have someone to talk with who is genuinely interested in us, it is surprising how much we can cope with! So, in our work at CCM, we want to grow in the way we demonstrate to our clients the way God is interested in every detail of their lives and cares about them.





Being a friend to a client is another way of partnering with us, and we provide training and support to our volunteers who are involved in this way.  If you are interested and would like to find out more, please get in touch.  Contact details are on the back of this Newsletter. 





Trudie Lane


Support Co-ordinator








RUNNING A SESSION IN THE WILD GOOSE


A really good and rewarding opportunity to partner with us is to be involved in an evening session in our cafe, The Wild Goose. The churches which have done this have enjoyed the experience and
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wishes to you, Jonny, and our thanks for giving your time in this way.





We welcome volunteers involved in all aspects of the ministry, and if you are particularly interested in training and development, this may be a good way for you to be involved. Please contact the office for further information. 














Just for Fun!





  Test your general knowledge





Artic King, Saladin and Tom Thumb are which types of vegetable?


What is a baby oyster called?


What is the name of the world’s highest active volcano?


What is the largest flat fish species?


Who wrote The Railway Children?


Turin lies on which river?


How many labours did Hercules perform?


What date is Trafalgar Day?


Who invented jeans?


What is the birthstone for April?




















A big thank-you to all those who responded to the questions in the last newsletter.  Almost all the responses said that we ought to ask our supporters to pay for the real cost of the meals we supply.  There was less consistency on the question of what we should charge the clients, but most people felt that we do not have to charge our clients the same amount as we charge our supporters.  It may not be consistent, but they will understand, you said.





The other consistent message was that a massive increase in prices would be very difficult for everyone involved, so we should aim for a modest increase in the near future, and then consider another one next year.





We have therefore decided to ask our supporters to pay £2 for each meal voucher for the time being - £10 for a book of five vouchers – and see how it goes.  We don’t want to put people off from buying meal vouchers and giving them out.  However, if you choose to give us £15 for a book of meal vouchers, we won’t complain!





We have not yet fully consulted the volunteers, who will have to cope with the main effects of raising the price of a meal in the coffee shop, but the current thinking is to raise the price to £1.50 - £1 for a main course, and 50p for a pudding.  We will let you know more in the next edition of StreetWise.





Thank you again for your prayers and thoughts on this difficult area.


















































MEAL


VOUCHERS
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Prayer


This is such an important aspect of the support we receive and affects everything we do. Please continue to pray for all 


   aspects of the ministry, including our staff and volunteers.





Financial Donations


Cheque donations and regular giving through Bankers Standing Order are greatly appreciated. These can be Gift Aided, adding to the value of your support. Please ask for our Bank Standing Order Form





             Old Mobile 


               Phones


These can be converted into money.  Contact the office


for more information.








Amazon


If you buy items from Amazon, via our website, 5% of what you spend comes to CCM at no extra cost to you.








Buy at CCM


Shop for less and support CCM! You can now buy a wide selection of items from major retailers on line, in a way that benefits CCM and at no extra cost to yourself. By using this facility, you get frequent special offers and good prices, gift ideas, often with free postage. To find out more, visit our Community Webshop, www.buy.at/CCM.





Search the Internet


CCM gets a small donation each time you do a search via the link on our web site!





Old Postcards, Used Stamps, Albums, Cigarette Cards etc


We can convert these to money. Please don’t remove stamps from the items. Where you want to let us have the stamps only, leave about half an inch around the stamp. How about getting your local school or church involved?





Crisis Centre Ministries, 12 City Road, St Pauls, Bristol, BS2 8TP


Tel: 0117 942 3088, email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@crisis-centre.org.uk" ��admin@crisis-centre.org.uk�


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.crisis-centre.org.uk" ��www.crisis-centre.org.uk�


Reg. Charity No: 298528, Reg. Company No: 2214814
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Trudie, with Paul, James and Andy on a team building exercise








